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UM LAW SCHOOL TEAM WINS REGIONAL MOOT COURT COMPETITION
MISSOULA—
A trio of law students from The University of Montana will travel to New York City in
January for the National Moot Court Competition finals.
Bobbi Frazer of Billings, John Mudd of Missoula and Taryn Stampfl of Eureka won
first place at the regional Moot Court Competition, held Nov. 18-20 in Spokane, Wash. The
team’s victory marks the second year in a row that UM has won the regional competition,
allowing it to advance to the finals.
The team, which is coached by School of Law Professors Melissa Harrison and Larry
Howell, also was recognized as having the second-best brief in the competition.
A second UM team, comprised of Brooke Bradley of Sheridan, Jeremy Hueth of
Glasgow, and Michelle Millhollin of Forsyth, also participated in the regional competition.
UM competed against 12 teams from eight law schools from throughout the region, which
comprises Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana.
The Moot Court Competition is a mock appellate argument, with students acting as
lawyers who argue a fictional case before the U.S. Supreme Court. The case involves an actual
-more-
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issue pending before the Supreme Court, as well as a second issue that can be constitutional,
statutory or procedural.
This year’s argument was based on a widely publicized 4th U.S. Circuit Court decision
that said Miranda warnings are no longer required to be given by law enforcement before a
defendant’s confession becomes admissible. The decision is currently on appeal. The second
issue concerned whether the admission of a dead accomplice’s confession violated the
defendant’s Confrontation Clause rights.
The competition consists of a series of rounds, with teams judged on their oral
argument skills and on the strength of their briefs. UM’s teams finished the rounds with a
combined record of 12 wins and one loss.
The National Moot Court Competition, sponsored by the New York City Bar
Association, is the nation’s oldest such competition. More than 140 law schools participate in
14 regions.
UM’s teams are sponsored by the Butte law firm of Poore, Roth & Robinson, P.C.
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